
Reading an Exhibit Label

GEORGE INNESS  (American, 1825-1894)
The Elm, 1864
Oil on canvas

56.69.P
Gift of William P. Viles, Class of 1928

Trained in the tradition of the Hudson River School,
George Inness combined the real and the ideal to create
the serene and nostalgic mood of the landscape in The
Elm .   The muted browns and greens, the stable
composition, and the placid water and glowing sky create
an image of idealism and sanctity that suggests an attempt
at respite.  This is a landscape of the imagination, not a
faithful record of the American scene.  Inness often chose
to paint only the essential in his images.  When once
asked where a picture was painted, he replied, “Nowhere
in particular; do you suppose I illustrate guide-books?
That’s a picture.”

The artist’s name is always listed first, in bold
letters.  This is followed by the artist’s nationality
and life dates in parentheses.

The title is listed in italics on the second line,
followed by the year the work was completed.

The medium, i.e., the methods and/or material the
object was made from, is listed on the third line.

If the museum owns the artwork, then
the accession number is listed on the first
line of the second section.  If the object is
on temporary loan, this line might be
omitted.

The credit line, listing the donor or
lender, is next.

Discussion of the artist, the object, or the
process of making it is described in the
paragraph(s) that may follow.

Museums can offer a great deal of information about the objects on display.
Use the diagram below to see  what you can learn from an exhibit label:
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